Abbey Plc 

Director Purchase of Shares

Abbey Plc (“the Company”) announces that one of its Directors, Mr Richard J. Shortt has today, 21 July 2006, purchased 3,000 ordinary shares of €0.32 cent in the issued share capital of the Company (“Ordinary Shares”) at €8.60 per share.  

Following the above purchase Mr Shortt holds 12,500 Ordinary Shares representing 0.04315% of the issued share capital of the Company.
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